
Trinity Trumpet Good News!

Tres’ Take

SUNDAY MORNINGS
 8:30 AM OUTDOOR WORSHIP
 9:15 AM ADULT EDUCATION
10:00 AM  ONSITE AND ONLINE

MAY  02 VISITING THE
  CONCESSION STAND
  Mark 6:30-44
MAY  09 WALKING THE BATTER
  Mark 6:45-52
MAY  16 7TH (CHAPTER)
  INNING STRETCH  
  Mark 7:1-23
MAY  23 GRAND SLAM!
  Acts 2:1-21
  Pentecost

OVERCOMING FEAR
MAY  30 LIFE/FEAR   
  John 3:1-17

Connect  with us 
on Instagram
and follow us
on FaceBook

A Newsletter for Covenant Partners and friends of Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Modesto, California

Since 1973  Vol. 49  No. 05  MAY 2021

Tres’ Take continued on page 2

Pride Can Be Shocking
I’m not very good at asking for help. Maybe it’s a 

pride thing. Or maybe it’s a . . . no, it’s a pride thing. 
I like the sense of accomplishment. I want to be able 
to take a problem, work with it, and then solve it. I like 
to figure things out and fix things. I’m not a master of 
doing things by any standards, but I want to do it . . . 
and I want to do it on my own. This “doing things on 
my own,” of course, can lead to some sticky situations. 
Case in point: one of the outlets in my kitchen stopped 
working. And then another one. And then a third outlet 
stopped working. So, I decided to replace them. I went 
to the store, bought the replacement outlets, shut off 
the power to the kitchen, and set to work. Through 
some sweat and muffled words, I replaced the broken 
outlets. But somewhere along the line, I did something 
that caused all of the kitchen outlets to stop working. My 
wife suggested I get help. “No! I got this!” The wrinkle 
to the story is that my next door neighbor is a master 
electrician! But, oh my pride!

Scripture warns us about pride more times than us 
overly prideful people want to admit. Proverbs 16:18 
reads, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.” Even the secular world seems 
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Tres’ Take continued from page 1

to know this truth. “Pride goeth before . . . the fall,” is so oft 
quoted that I’ve even heard it in popular music! Yet as God’s 
Word reveals, pride is a hinderance to serving our Lord and 
loving our neighbor. Humbleness and meekness, on the other 
hand, lead to lives of service and glory of God (as opposed to 
ourselves). Remember Peter, when Jesus knelt down to wash 
his feet? Peter’s pride would not allow him to receive such help, 
even from Jesus. But Jesus reminded Peter, that such help from 
Jesus was necessary to serve and share in Christ’s mission.

We should all be so humble and meek, and receive the help 
(grace) from our Lord and from others the Lord puts in our 
paths. We must put aside our pride. And might I add, we should 
not put aside our pride with reluctance or even guilt. Instead, 
we should do so in the joy of our Lord. Besides, asking for and 
receiving help just might open another door or window to share 
the Gospel with another one of God’s children. The Holy Spirit 
is always at work!

Well, it’s time for me to go next door and ask my neighbor 
for some help. I wouldn’t want my pride to lead to a shocking 
fall! God bless you Family!

March Year to Date

GENERAL FUND
Receipts 62,259$         636,580$       
Expenses 73,039           513,515         

Receipts over Expenses (10,780)$        123,065$       

ACTUAL

March 2021 Finance Summary
Fiscal Year = September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021

Always pray to have eyes
that see the best in people,

a heart that forgives the worst,
a mind that forgets the bad,

and a soul that never loses Faith in God.
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Words from Wade continued on page 4

“When God Appears Silent”
Submitted by Parish Pastor Rev. Les Malakian

More
from Les

Do you ever find yourself wondering where 
God is?  Maybe He is just too busy to be 
dealing with your issues or maybe He is taking 
a sabbatical or . . .

Covenant Partner and friend, Marilyn 
Sena, sent me an article recently by Max 
Lucado entitled “The Silence of Saturday”.  
He proposes something quite interesting and 
I wanted to share it with you.  The context is 
the week of Jesus’ life just after the crucifixion.  
Lucado writes, “Jesus is silent on Saturday. 
The women have anointed Jesus’ body and 
placed it in Joseph’s tomb. The cadaver 
of Christ is as mute as the stone which 
guards it. He spoke much on Friday. He will 
liberate the slaves of death on Sunday. But 
on Saturday, Jesus is silent and so is God.  
Nothing on Saturday. Jesus is silent. God is 
silent. Saturday is silent.”  Lucado goes on to 
make the observation that Easter weekend 
discussions tend to skip Saturday. “Friday and 
Sunday get all the press. The crucifixion and 
resurrection command our thoughts.  Don’t 
ignore Saturday, you have them too.”

Silent Saturdays; the day between the 
struggle and the solution; the question and 
the answer; the offered prayer and the answer 
thereof.  

Interesting premise don’t you think?  I’d be 
interested in your thoughts.

GBY
Pastor Les
Matthew 6:33

Words
from Wade
Director of Young Adult Ministry

I Will Give You The Keys
Towards the end of December 2020, the 

Lord gave me an idea using skeleton keys. I 
found myself buying a set of them at Hobby 
Lobby and giving them out to random guys. At 
the time I only had four of them including one 
for myself. When I purchased them I knew I’d 
be giving them out as a life lesson, however 
I had no idea this life lesson would teach me 
more than anyone else. 

Jesus says to Peter after he confesses 
Jesus as Christ, “I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell 
no one that He was the Christ.”

— Matthew 16:19-20
This was the verse 

that came to my spirit 
as I bought the keys. 
So I read it in context 
and what continued to 
jump out to me was 
what Christ said, “I will 
give you the keys . 
. .” Right away I felt 
anxiety because I like 
control. The statement 
Jesus made seemed 

to take control. Jesus’ statement says “I will 
give” and not “Wade will give”. Wade has to 
“WAIT” for a key. This spoke volumes to my 
life as an adult, as a minister and a man. We 
live in such a society that wants everything 
yesterday and has no patience for waiting. 
Instant gratification is what we crave. In 
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Dates with 
Destiny
Director of Youth Ministry

Words from Wade continued from page 3

Youth Pastors Network
April 8th 

Trinity United had the privilege of hosting 
the local Youth Pastors Network on the second 
Thursday in April. We met and discussed some 
exciting opportunities for outreach as well as 
some empowerment for our students across 
Modesto for this summer and upcoming 
school year. Life is still happening, and dreams 
are still being dreamt for this generation. I 
would say that this meeting was tremendously 
exciting for all of us. 

fact, if we don’t receive what we want, we 
manipulate, cheat and lie to get what we want. 
Back to the text. It’s easy to get caught up 
in the “power” being given and explained by 
Jesus. But please don’t miss the unspoken 
lesson of “WAITING” for God to give “keys 
of the Kingdom”. It’s not popular and hard to 
receive in our culture of fast pace and unrest. 
But I believe the Lord allows “waiting” to play 
a significant role in the process of receiving 
from Him. In other words, if we want keys 
or knowledge to God’s kingdom, we have to 
surrender. 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game
April 14th 

We had a fun filled night to kick off our 
own baseball themed series by playing ball! 
It was the Adults vs the Youth, and the adults 
won by four points, so the youth will want a 
rematch in the future (which we will happily 
let the Lord use us in humbling them once 
again). Thank you for our lovely scorekeeper, 
Leslie Malakian, and the pitcher for our team, 
Pastor Les Malakian. Some of the subjects we 
will discuss in the series will be about serving, 
excellence, and grace; this will cover some 
Biblical accounts of David, Jonah, and a few 
of the disciples.

Fearless + AUTHENTIC Ladies Tea
May 15th 

Our second Fearless + Authentic girls event 
will be happening Saturday, May 15th at 10:00 
am! They will get the opportunity to dress extra 
nice in their favorite outfit, as this event is going 
to be a ladies tea. They can bring a special 
guest such as their mom, aunt, grandmother, 
or any other woman in their life who makes an 
impact on them. I am looking forward with joy 
to this event and the volunteers on my team 
that will be helping make such a memorable 
experience for the youth girls. Please be in 
prayer for this event, and if you are interested 
in coming or helping in any way, please email 
me or come by the office! 
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Cassi’s Corner continued on page 6

Becky’s Bridge
Submitted by Becky Pombo, 
Minister to Children

Play Ball
Behold, a team went forth to play a game 

of baseball.
Just as the umpire was saying, “Batter 

up,” the catcher for the home team arrived 
and took his place behind the plate. The 
center fielder didn’t show up at all but sent 
his regrets. The third baseman likewise failed 
to come to the game, having been up late the 
night before. The shortstop was present, but 
left his glove at home. Two of the substitute 
fielders were away on a weekend trip but said 
they were there in spirit.

The pitcher went to the mound and looked 
around for his teammates. But his heart was 
heavy, for their positions were empty. The 
game was announced, the visitors were in the 
stands, and there was nothing to do but pitch 
the ball and hope for the best. But in addition 
to pitching, he had to cover first and third base, 
as well as short and center field.

When the absent players heard that their 
team had lost, they were very upset. They held 
a meeting and decided to get a new pitcher.

When things aren’t going well in the church, 
our tendency is to blame the leadership. The 
pastor, children’s minister or other leaders are 
easy targets because they are most visible.

But like a baseball team, the church can’t 
survive without everyone pulling their weight. 
The pitcher—the pastor—is important, but 
unless everyone else shows up and fields their 
position or gets a hit, the game will be lost.

The Bible never makes a distinction 
between professional ministers (clergy) 
and “ordinary Christians” (laity). Instead, 
everyone is a minister, each having different 

gifts and abilities. A baseball team can’t win 
with players who don’t play. Nor can a church 
with ministers who don’t minister.

So are you ready to PLAY BALL and get 
in the game?

We need your help with Vacation Bible 
School.  The dates are July 25-29 from 8:00 
AM-1:00 PM and July 30 from 5:00-9:00 PM 
(Family Night). 

We have many different positions that 
you can fill: snack, crafts, group leaders, 
hospitality, registration, etc.  Maybe you can’t 
help during that week, but we have many 
things to be painted, crafts prepared, set 
designs, set up and take down of stage, etc.

I hope you will show up and field your 
position to get a hit for Jesus that week. 

If you’re able to help, please contact 
beckypombo@tupc.org or call at (209) 534-
7305.  I would love to put you on the roster.

Cassi’s Corner
Submitted by Cassi Torrez
Trinity Preschool Director

Hi there family and friends,
“For as the soil makes the sprout come 

up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the 
Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and 
praise spring up before all nations.”

—Isaiah 61:11
Spring has sprung here at the preschool 

for sure! The weather is warming up and the 
kiddos are like busy bees all throughout the 
campus! Our new families that have joined 
the Trinity Preschool family are getting all 
nestled in. 

Spring brings new beginnings and the 
same goes for the infant center! They are 
enjoying their new activity mats, seats, mirror 
with a walk bar and swings. 
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“Bear one another’s burdens and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

—Galatians 6:2

FOR INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:

Liz Benson: 522-2390

Cassi’s Corner continued from page 5

The preschoolers have been learning about 
how flowers bloom from a tiny seed. To make 
it tangible they can see flowers up close and 
personal due to the lovely Tuesday Crew who 
plants them around campus.

Our school age classroom is in full swing 
for those who have chosen to do distance 
learning from our center. We are picking up 
our students from surrounding schools and 
transporting them to our campus for after 
school care. Boy does it feel good to be doing 
school drop off and pick up, just like old times!

Trinity Preschool is looking forward to 
what God and spring have to offer this season. 
As always please continue to keep Trinity 
Preschool in your thoughts and prayers.

Many Blessings,
Cassi Torrez

Elder’s Edge
Elder
Peggy Long-Prevette

He Restoreth My Soul—
Poetic Language

What is “poetry of The Word”?  When I 
was in third grade, Mrs. James marked my 
essay with red marks! She corrected my use 
of “til” to “until”, to which I took exception.  
I had a New Testament Bible written in New 
King James version, about the size of my 
adult palm . . . probably the same size as 
the Gideon’s version of the New Testament              
. . . so I assured Mrs. James that I had seen it 

in my Bible and I would bring it to show her 
the next day.  (Rest assured, younger-than-
me people:  poetry wasn’t taught to primary 
students in those days.)  Mrs.  James, being 
the kind woman she was, sat and explained 
that the Bible was written in “poetic language” 
and therefore it reflected an artistic use of 
the English language.  (In my current day 
reflections, I often imagine her giggling in the 
staff room as she retold her version of that 
event.)  I find myself, especially as I reflect on 
and in the Psalms and Proverbs, hearing her 
sweet voice convincing me that some words 
are altered to fit the book or meter.  Why all 
this reminiscing, and where is it taking us?

I love to read The Psalms and The Proverbs.  
If fact, I read a bit from one of those books 
almost every day.  The prayers, ideas, and 
praises to God wash over me like cool water 
on my face following good news from far away 
(adapted: Proverbs 25:25); “He restoreth my 
soul.”  The primary authors, Kings David and 
Solomon, were highly imperfect people with 
a desire to please God.  I can relate to them, 
yet they lived many generations before Jesus’ 
time! As you continue your journey through 
The Word, let your heart wander as your 
mind remains focused.  Instead of reading 
through passages, checking off a bullet point 
on your to-do list, think of the many ways to 
understand those very passages.  Explore 
the emotional weight of the words, put your 
self into the situation, allow yourself to fully 
embrace the possible meanings and the 
implications to your life, as you live it today.  
Thank the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost for 
making His Words available to you through 
the “authors”.
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GUATEMALA
MISSION

GUATEMALA
MISSION
Getting Into the Homes
Submitted by Dave Couchman

During our week in Guatemala with Bethel 
Ministries International, we will spend two 
days visiting families in their homes. We visit 
about a dozen families, getting to know them 
individually; sharing food bags that will feed 
the family for a month; giving the kids clothes, 
shoes and toys, along with a Spanish Bible. 

My father always emphasized that we must 
“get into the homes” in order to experience 
how others live. This is where you get to dive 
deep, share each other’s burdens, and provide 
the comforting hope in the good news of 
Jesus. Many of these families have lost a loved 
one, are suffering physically, or have fallen 
on hard economic times. These home visits 
always include a presentation of the Gospel 
and invitation to accept Jesus. Join us in 
praying for the families we will be visiting, that 
God would prepare their hearts ahead of us.

Sharing Our Concerns
DEATHS: Carol Storer died on April 16, 

2021. She was 96 years young!
NEW ADDRESS: Kathy Nelson has moved 

to Paramount Senior Living Center in Turlock. 
Her new address is:

  Kathy Nelson
  Paramount Senior Living Center
  3791 Crowell Road #301
  Turlock, CA 95382
  (209) 496-3075

Grace’s Pantry
Mission Commission Dedication

Grace Brummel has had a heart for 
feeding the homeless for decades and delights 
in helping others in so many ways. She 
approached the Mission Commission with her 
desire to help families in our community with 
food staples and thought others in the Trinity 
United family may like to join her efforts in 
helping make a bigger impact.  Grace officially 
stocked the pantry beginning on Palm Sunday, 
March 28, and is excited to open the doors for 
others who may wish to contribute. 

Don Jepson built an actual food pantry that 
stands just inside the narthex in front of the 
“Bride’s Room”. You can help fill the pantry 
with non-perishable food items and when full, 
those items are taken to a larger local food 
pantry for distribution.

Mission Commission is still looking for 
volunteers  to transport the food that is 
collected and take it to the larger food pantry 
for distribution. If you can help please contact 
Tony Ott at  (209) 571-9020.
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HONORING GENE and 
ANITA MOULD        
Written with input from many Trinity United Partners

Their Life Verse:  Jeremiah 29:11 “For I 
know the plans I have for you, they are plans 
for good, and not disaster, to give you a future 
and a hope.”

Gene and Anita Mould are being recognized 
for an amazing life.  They celebrated 77 years 
of marriage in late April.  Anita has celebrated 
96 years in March and Gene will celebrate 
98 years in June.  They have had the good 
fortune to be part of Trinity since the very 
beginning.   They were one of 22 families who 
were commissioned by First Presbyterian on 
March 10, 1963 to join with George Telle and 
form a new church on Carver Road.  They were 
two of 101 who became the charter members 
of Trinity in October 1963.  (There is only one 
other person here today who shares being part 
of this church since  the very beginning, Kathy 
Taylor Jepson who was a teenager at the time.)

Gene and Anita were raised in the Bay Area.  
During the war Gene was a pilot stationed across 
the Atlantic.  They began their marriage at a 
very uncertain time.  After the war, they moved 
to Berkeley where Gene went to Cal and earned 
his degree and credential and they immediately 

joined a Presbyterian church.  In 1950 Gene 
became a math teacher at Modesto High.  They 
moved to Modesto to raise their four children 
and they joined First Presbyterian in downtown 
Modesto.  One person remembers fondly of 
being in his first algebra class.  He became 
a school administrator and later became the 
principal of Modesto High.  Dedication to Christ 
has been part of their entire marriage.

Gene and Anita’s contributions to Trinity 
have been unending even to this day.  Both 
have given continuous skills to the leadership 
of this church over the many years in so many 
ways it is hard to enumerate, as elders, deacon, 
teachers.  Gene is known for his many skills, his 
photography (the Gene and Lee shows) and his 
organizing abilities.   He is creative, accurate, 
generous, caring, humorous.  He has delivered 
food from a grocery store to the food bank for 
years.  He has been a leader in organizing the 
senior trips.  He can always entertain with a new 
joke.  Anita has a reputation for always being 
positive, never is critical of others.  She was one 
of the founders of the women’s prayer group 
that has met one day every week for over 50 
years.  Over the years, they have prayed for all 
of us.  Anita, along with others, were the first 
Tuesday Crew pulling weeds when the entire 
four acre campus was solid Bermuda grass.  

They have been so kind and loving to each 
other over the many years and that quality has 
never been more obvious to all of as it has 
been during the recent times when they have 
become older.  Their faith and living for Christ 
every day of their lives are examples for all of 
us to follow.

The last verse of the hymn Make Me a 
Blessing has been modified to represent their 
lives.

Give as was given to us in in our need,
Love as the Master loved us.
Be to the helpless a helper indeed.
Unto our mission be true.
Make us a Blessing, Make us a Blessing,
Out of our lives may Jesus shine.
Make us a Blessing, O Savior we pray,
Make us a blessing to someone every day.
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Trinity United Family Prayer Calendar
MAY 2021

1.	 Advancing	Vibrant	Communities
	 Michael	Douglass
2.	 Bethany	Christian	Services
	 Sandra	Hiatt
3.	 Bethel	Ministries	International
	 Ben	and	Emily	Mooney
4.	 Child	Evangelism	Fellowship
	 Sandy	Jostad
5.	 City	Ministry	Network
	 Marvin	Jacobo
6.	 CRU	Zimbabwe
	 Kelly	and	Vicki	Londoni

7.	 Guatemala	Trinity	United	Mission	Team
	 Mary	Couchman	and	Michelle	Siemens
8.	 IDEAS,	Bangladesh
	 Dr.	Jay	Litchfield
9.	 Intervarsity	Christian	Fellowship
	 Lauren	McDermott
10.	 LOVE	Modesto
	 Jeff	Pishney
11.	 Modesto	Gospel	Mission
	 Jason	Conway
12.	 Modesto	Pregnancy	Center
	 Erin	Koolhaas

13.	 MOPS	and	MOMSnext
	 Jenny	Currie
14.	 Operation	Christmas	Child
15.	 Presbyterian	Disaster	Assistance
	 Liz	Benson
16.	 Rock	of	Ages
	 Sidney	Stone
17.	 Samaritan’s	Purse
18.	 Servant	Partners
	 Liz	Heim	Fung
19.	 Shalem	School
	 Pastor	Helcias	Reyes

20.	 Trinity	Preschool
21.	 United	World	Missions
	 Todd	and	Sarah	Hunnicut
22.	 Valley	Recovery	Resources
	 Steve	Berkowitz
23.	 Vine	House
	 Cheryl	Van	Horn
24.	 Witnessing	Ministries	of	Christ,		
	 India—Elizabeth	Prasad
25.	 Youth	for	Christ
	 Ken	Sylvia

David	and	Vicky	
Wolff	

Deidre	Wolfley	

Adelle	and
Joseph	Yonan

Jim	Young

Linda	Silveira

Clay	and	Cindy	
Smith

Bev	Thomas

Kathi	and	Russell
Thomas

Joe	Stephenson

Andrew	Stone

Alma
van	Aalsburg

Burt	and	Polly
Vasché

Sookie	Smith

Donna	Solari

Cindy	and	David
Tinajero

Matt	and	Cassi	
Torrez

Jim	and	Julia
Stone

Phyl	Stover

Geneva	Vasquez

Chick	and	Lynda
Venturini

Mike	and	Shell
Siemens

Lucille	Sigala

Julia	Swager

Abel	and	Terrie	
Tagre

Nancy	Speltz

Rose	Steele

Dwight	and	Lisa
Traughber

Tim	and	Judy	
Tweedie

Mike	and	Loretta
Sutherland

Kadyn
Sutherlin

Connie	Vierra

Dick	and	Judy
Wakeman

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

 
31

John	and	Tawn
Schaffran

Peggy	Schaffran

Alan	and	Patricia
Reynolds

Amy	and
Jonathan	Roberts

Dolores	Roberts

Janet	Roberts

Andy	and
Marilyn	Schindler

Tom	and	Liz	
Seaver

Jean	Reeves

Charlotte	Reid

Saylah	Robles

June	Sargis

Marlin	and
Marilyn	Sena

Mike	and	Paula	
Sherman

Tom	and	Patti
Reed

Pearlene	Reese

Lynne	and	Chris
Wilkinson	

Margaret	Wolfe	

Dave	and	Milly
Wing

David	Witt

Jim	and	Kristy
Waterman

Char	Wickman

Judy	Weigman

Jenny	and	Ken
Willmarth

Laverne	Walton

Sandy	Ward

David	and	Cindy	
Zellman

Twilla	Zellman

Miriam	Acevedo
Bob	and	Tippy	
Achterberg

Pray for one of our supported Mission Families each day of the month.
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16 17 18 19 20 21 22



LEADERSHIP
DEACON Meeting: May 4, 6:30 PM
STAFF/PROGRAM: Tuesdays, 1:00 PM

STUDY
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: BLAST—Wednesdays, 2:00-5:00 PM
7TH-12TH GRADE BIBLE: Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 PM
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY: Sunday, 5:00-8:00 PM
WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP: Texting

PRAISE
PRAYER MEETING: M-F, 1:00 PM—ZOOM
COMMUNION: Sunday, May 9
FORMATION: Sundays, 9:15 AM
WORSHIP ONSITE and ONLINE: Sundays, 10:00 AM
OUTDOOR WORSHIP: 8:30 AM

FELLOWSHIP
During COVID-19 fellowship has been happening via zoom, 
parking lot distancing gatherings and drive-bys. Stay connected to 
Trinity United family via a phone call, text, messenger, instagram, 
FaceBook or a card.

Electronic Version Online at www.tupc.org
See on-line “Calendar”  for changes, or check with Commission 
Elders or Committee Leaders: “Leadership Footprint.”
Worship Services are LIVE Streamed through
Boxcast Mobile App ID = tupc

LEADERSHIP
COMMISSIONS: ALL meet as scheduled.
FORMATION/EDUCATION:
 Adult Education
 Children’s Ministries
 Preschool
 Student Ministries
 Worship
MISSION:
 Assimilation/Evangelism
 Fellowship
 Missions
 Prayer
 Senior Ministries
WORSHIP:
 Music/AVTeam

WORSHIP WITH US!

     8:30 AM Outdoor Lawn   

  10:00 AM Onsite and Online   

Follow us on FaceBook
TUPC Mobile APP and Instagram


